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Since the reopening of the Tallassee Waste Disposal center in April 2002 there has
been numerous non-compliance reports of high methane gas levels. We are
concerned that the community was not notified and to date there is not in place a
mechanism to alert the community of such dangers. It is indeed the responsibility of
every governmental agency including the owner, the local government, ADEM, the
State of Alabama Health Department, EPA and whom ever else that has
enforcement authority to guarantee the safety of its citizens from such potential
danger and it surely should inform the people of a situation that has their lives and
property at risk.

There are no fire hydrants from the entrance of Washington Boulevard to the site.

We are concerned that this site was ever permitted as suitable based on (a) the
moisture problem, (b). a natural gas line, (c). the close proximity to the most
populated area, (d). the site is accessed by two (2) very narrow two-lane highways
(Highway 49 and Washington Boulevard). Both of these roads were designed for ™
local residential traffic and not large commercial trucks.

-

We are concerned about the lack of emergency equipment, (ambulances, fire
trucks, etc.). . _

We are concerned about the lack of an evacuation and decontammatlon plan.

We are concerned about the total disregard of our local church by 51tuat1ng a
landfill near by and also the proposed design to relocate Washington Boulevard
closer to its site.

We are concerned about the impact on the Tuscaloosa aquifer that is in the area.

We are concerned about the Gleeden Branch and other streams that leave the area
and merge with larger bodies of water, which eventually empty into the Alabama
River, specifically of water sources of other municipalities down stream.

We are concerned that the owner is being granted such a large service area and
such wide latitude of waste types it can accept.

We are concerned about the displacement of landowners currently four (4), since
the required boundary of a landfill owner is 200 or fewer feet.

We are concerned about the placement of the large garbage containers on the
newly acquired Lanear property to the south of the existing landfill since in a letter
dated May 2003 stated that this “ 80 acre parcel was being withdrawn form the
permit and modification request”. Additionally since this parcel of property is
separated from the existing landfill by a natural gas line we are concerned how the
existing landfill will be merged with this property. We are concerned that an access
road to a piece of private property south of the existing land fill was fenced off and
included in the Lanear property, requiring the property owner to get a key from the
owner to open a gate to enter their property.

We are concerned as to whether the Tallapoosa County Commission (the local
authority) submitted a detailed analysis addressing the six minimum siting factors as
set out in the Alabama Solid Waste Disposal Act (ASWDA) and ADEMS
implementing regulations when selecting the Ashurst/Bar/Smith/Community as the
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site for The Tallassee Waste Disposal Center. In as much were alternate sites
considered by the Tallapoosa County Commission in selecting a site to consider for
the waste for this area. Additionally in that the site was closed for lack of space and
available land for expansion is it documented that the Commission weighed this
issue in granting approval of the 2002 reopening of the landfill?

We are concerned as to whether a need based analysis was done with statistics to
support that the 90 % African American Community of the Ashurst Bar/ Community
should overwhelmingly bare the burden for the benefit of 74% of the communities
served which are majority white. In view of the articles in the local paper
concerning the litigation between Sunflower Inc. and Waste Management
concerning the collecting of trash in Montgomery and Elmore Counties it appears
that the need for an expansion is not supported by statistics generated by the
integration of a statewide network of facilities that aid in the planning, development,
and operation of facilities.

We are concerned that the Tallapoosa County Commission and ADEM have
approved 4 out 5 landfills in majority African-American communities and this is in
violation of Title VI and is blatant racial discrimination. In reopening the Tallassee
Waste Disposal Center, if the proper criteria was used by the local authority the site
should have been eliminated and even more so further scrutinized by ADEM for
compliance since the Tallapoosa County Commissioners were already in violation of
Title V1. Tallapoosa County is a majority white county why is the African-American
population bearing the burden for waste disposal in this county? The continued
failure of the Commission to comply with Title VI in preventing a disparate impact
on majority African —American communities (protected communities by EPA Part 7
regulation) only concerns us more that ADEM the recipient of Federal Funds are not
performing its duties as overseers for legal implementation of the laws of this land.

We are concerned about the devaluation of our properties and the social and
community perception, even though there have been disparaging comments made in
regards to the way the property owners maintain their properties.

We are concerned that in spite of the recent investigative report submitted by The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of the Civil Rights, in June 2003 to
ADEM in regards to the TITLE VI ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINT FILE NO.
28R-99-R4, that the attorney opened the meeting by stating that ADEM only
considers technical issues and not socio-economic impact issues. As you are well
aware this report found that ADEM is not limited or prohibited by any legislative act
from exerting its authority to oversee that local bodies, consider safety and socio-
economic impacts, but also ADEM should, “ undertake additional and independent
analyses of such impacts during the State permitting phase for a facility if
necessary.” In this report EPA found that ASWD Act, “gives ADEM broad authority
to manage and regulate all aspects of solid waste disposal in Alabama.” It is the
EPA’s position that the ASWD Act, “directs ADEM, in developing the State Solid
Waste Management Plan to ensure that all aspects of local, regional, and state
planning, zoning, population estimates, and economics are take into consideration.”
You should note that the files available at ADEM concerning the Tallassee Waste
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